Blueprint for “FIELD WORK ON FOLKLORE OF RAJBANGSHISOCIETY IN
COOCHBEHAR DISTRICT, WEST BENGAL, COLLECTION AND UWBLICATION ” (Non-
Material Folk-Literature of Rajbangshi Society) endhe Scheme Safeguarding the Intangible
Cultural Heritage and Diverse Cultural Traditioridralia, sanctioned under Sanction Letter No:
28-6/ICH-Scheme/68/2013-14/1364Dated:31>", March, 2014

1. INTRODUCTION

“FIELD WORK ON FOLKLORE OF RAJBANGSHI SOCIETY INCO OCHBEHAR
DISTRICT, WEST BENGAL, COLLECTION AND PUBLICATION”
(Non-Material Folk-Literéure of Rajbangshi Society)

Some steps have been taken preserve and collect tbst cultural heritage of Rajbangshi
Society. Some aspects of this traditional culturera found in Cooch Behar of West Bengal.
There is danger on change of losing this traditioraculture in future due to globalization

and the influence of other culture. Due to this reson it has become necessary to collect and
preserve this traditional folk-culture of Rajbangsh Society. All these collections will help to
know the own racial identity of Rajbangshi Societyand to research Linguistical,
Anthropological and cultural aspects for the futuregeneration. The following are the
collections of the traditional Folk-Literature of Rajbangshi Society in Cooch Behar

District of West Bengal------

1. Madan kamer gan(Song of kamdeb) Folk-belief and folk-songs have been built
centring bamboo which in generally kwown as ‘Madamlker gan’ or ‘Jag gan’ or
Kamdeber gan ect. This pooja generally startshitta-Sangkranti in Bengal.
Donations are collected singing door to door. €wsmngs will be collected here.

2. Bishahara Gan( song of Manasa Debi) Snake Goddess Manasa is worshipped in
Rajbangshi Society. This song are sung during engerand annaprasan. Besides
Goddess Manasa is worshipped during swearing @argia any time of the year.
These song will be collected.

3. Dotra Pala : A type of folk-drama, named Dotra Pala is foundRajbangshi Society
which in traditional and flowing through generatitike ‘Gunjura Bibir Pala’. A
person of gidal plays different role by playing RotHe also modulates his voice if it
is necessary. All these dramas will be collected.

4. Kushan Gan(Song of Kushan) Drama of kushan by startswith a Gidal,a Dohar and
four Chhokra(dancer) on the stages. Different subject of Puran a played in this dramas like
‘Lakshner Shaktishel’, ‘Drama of Lab-Kush’ ect. Kushan Gan and acting continues with it for
humours. All these song will be collected.



5. Prabad Prabchan(Provers): Prabad Prabchan is the living will of Rajbangshi
Society. Prabad Prabchan are uttered accordingé &nd situating in the general
life of people. People have started to forget thprseerbs due to recent education.

6. Dhnadha (Riddle): The Riddles of Rajbangshi Society is being lost due to the influence of
modern education. People can not exercise Riddles now due to excersive bressme of work.
Due to this Riddles of Rajbangshi Society will be collected.

7. Chhara(Rhyme) : There is a brachce of the child Rhymes is Rajbangshi Society like
sleeping Rhymes, playing rhymes etc. There is much enthursism of enjoyment in this
Rhymes. So, these will be collected.

8. Bhaoyaiya Song Bhaoyaiya Songre very popular in Rajbangshi Society . Mostly these
songs are written by garial, maishal, mahut etc. All these bhaoyaiya songs will be collected.

9. Chorchurning Songs :As folk drama chorchurnir pala is very popular agon
Rajbangshi Society. Different types act these song during the collection of donations in the
amon(one type of rice) producing season. These will be collected.

10. Bhandi Nach(Dance) :Dance and acting are held with songs due to Bhdautte.
All these Bhandi songs will be collected.

11. Marriage Songs :There is a tradition of singing song chering marriage ceremony in
Rajbangshi Society, like ‘Bar baran song’, Koyar Dhara Song’ etc. These will be collected.

12. Songs during funeral :Sad songs are sung during funeral in Rajbangshi Society. There
will be collected.

13. Sona Roy Songs Sona Roy Song is a special kind of song in Rajbangshi Society. These
songs are sung during the collection of donations from door to door. These songs which are
related with the God of tiger, Sona Roy, will be collected.

14. Goloknather Songs : Different troops sing Goloknather songs during the collection of
donations from door to door. These will be collected.

15. Masan Haka Songs : Masan haka’s song are a tradition during the end of the Kali Pooja.
These will be collected.

16. Folk Tale : There is a tradition of folktale in their own language in Rajbangshi Society. The
story and language of these tales are different. These will be collected

2. OBJECTIVE

The real objective this research is to preserve all this losing folk-literature of Rajbangshi Society. It is
necessary to preserve all these to present the language, culture and anthropology of Rajbangshi Society.
Future generation will come to know about their own culture from these collections.

3. IMPLIMENTATION

| will collect all these folk-literature during my holydays in April 2014 to December 2014 (this will take
total 45 days). | will collect all these from the villages of Cooch Behar district by listening their words.
For being a Rajbangshi myself | shall not face any linguistic problem to understand their language. These



field work will be done in every gram parchuyet of every Sub-division of Cooch Behar District, West
Bengal.

I'll not face any problems in a service life if | do the field work during my holidays.
4. LOCALE

5 Sub-Division of Cooch Behar District, West Bengal------- (a) Mathabhanga, (b) Dinhata,
(c)Mekhligance , (d) Tufangance and ( e) Cooch Behar Sadar

5. DATES

Period Field Work 15 April 2014 to December 2014.

Collected Document are Published as a BOOK 31* January 2015.
6. CONCLUSION

The real and original elements of all these folk-literature will be collected and preserved. After the
collection a book will be published named ‘Rajbangshi Loksanskriti Kosh’ (Encyclopeadia of Rajbangshi’s
Folklore ) Vol-1 ; As a result any one many collect and preserve this book. It will help any scholar to
recognize the Linguistic, Cultural and Anthropological aspect of Rajbangshi Society.

1.Madan Kamer Pooja and Songs 2. Masa Debir Pooja 3. Madan Kamer Dance and
Songs

Parimal Barman, PO: Mathabhanga, Ward no-11, Dist- Cooch Behar, West Bengal, Pin-736146,
(M)9563417898/ 7602130301
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HATIONAL ACADEMY OF MUSIC, DANCE AND DRAKA
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RABMDRA SHAVAN FEROZE SHEH ROAD, NEW DELHL113001

Scheme for “Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage and Diverse Cultural
Traditions of India”

Form for National Inventory Register of Intangible Cultural Heritage of India

A. Name of the State : West Bengal, India

B. Name of the Element/Cultural Tradition (in English) : FIELD WORK ON FOLKLORE
OF RAJBANGSHI SOCIETY IN NORTH-EAST INDIA AND NEIBOUR COUNTRY BANGLA DESH
AND NEPAL

B.1. Name of the element in the language and script of the community
Concerned, if applicable : RAJBANGSHI LANGUAGE , RAJBANGSHI COMMUNITY

C. Name of the communities, groups or, if applicable, individuals concerned
(Identify clearly either of these concerned with the practice of the said
element/cultural tradition) : RAJBANGSHI, KOCH, NASYA SHEKH MUSLIM,
JOGI, MALI, NAPIT, KHEN WHOM ARE BELONGS SAME COMMUNITY.

D. Geographical location and range of the element/cultural tradition (Please write
about the other states in which the said element/tradition is present : Cooch
Behar, Jalpaiguri, Darjeeling(Dooyars), North and South Dinajpur, Malda
District of West Bengal ; Dhubri, Goyalpara District of Assam ; Purniya
District of Bihar ; and also two neighbouring country : - Rangpur, Lalmanirhat
District of Bangladesh, Jhapa, Morang District of Nepal Desh ;

E. Identification and definition of the element/cultural tradition of the India

(Write “Yes” in one or more boxes to identify the domain(s) of intangible cultural heritage
manifested by the element. If you tick ‘others’, specify the domain(s) in brackets.)

4 i. () oraltraditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the
intangible cultural heritage

v ii. () performing arts

v iii. () Social practices, rituals and festive events
iv. () knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe
Vo () traditional craftsmanship
v Vi. other(s) ( )



. Provide a brief summary description of the element that can introduce it to
readers who have never seen or experienced it

. Who are the bearers and practitioners of the element/Cultural Traditions?
Are there any specific roles or categories of persons with special
responsibilities for the practice and transmission of it? If yes, who are they
and what are their responsibilities?

. How are the knowledge and skills related to the element transmitted today?

What social functions and cultural meanings do the element/cultural tradition
have today for its community?

Is there any part of the element that is not compatible with existing
international human rights instruments or with the requirement of mutual
respect among communities, groups and individuals, or with sustainable
development? l.e. describe any aspect of the element/cultural tradition that
may be unacceptable to Law of the country or may be in opposition to
practicing community’s harmony with others.

. Your Project’s contribution to ensuring visibility, awareness and encouraging
dialogue related to the element/cultural tradition

Information about the safeguarding measures that may protect or promote the
element/cultural tradition

a. (Write “Yes” in one or more boxes to identify the safeguarding measures
that have been and are currently being taken by the communities, groups
or individuals concerned)

I. () transmission, particularly through formal and non-formal

education
v i () identification, documentation, research
v il () preservation, protection
V. () promotion, enhancement
Vo, () revitalization

b. Write about the measures taken at local, state and national level by the
Authorities to safeguard the element/cultural tradition?

. Write about the threats, if any, to the element/cultural tradition related to its
practice, visibility and future longevity. Give facts and relevant reasons based
on the current scenario.



N. Safeguarding measures proposed

(This section should identify and describe safeguarding measures to protect
and promote the element/cultural tradition. Such measures should be
concrete and can be implemented to formulate future cultural policy for
safeguarding and promoting the element/cultural tradition in the state)

O. Community Participation
(Write about the participation of communities, groups and individuals related
to the element/cultural tradition in formulation of your project)

P. Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s)

(Provide detailed contact information for each community organization or
representative or other non-governmental organization that is concerned with
the element such as associations, organizations, clubs, guilds, steering
committees, etc.)

i.  Name of the entity : PARIMAL BARMAN
ii. Name and title of the contact person : PARIMAL BARMAN

Address : Parimal Barman,

PO: Mathabhanga,
Ward no-11,
Dist- Cooch Behar,
West Bengal, INDIA,
Pin-736146
Telephone number : , (M)9563417898/ 7602130301/ 03583-255177

lii. E-mail : :parimal.newgeneration@gmail.com
iv. Other relevant information

Q. Give information of any Inventory, database or data creation centre
(local/state/national) that you may be aware or of any office, agency,
organisation or body involved in the maintenance of the said inventory etc.

R. Principal published references or documentation available on the
element/cultural tradition
(Books, articles, audio-visual materials, names and addresses of reference
libraries, museums, private endeavours of artistes/individuals for preservation
of the said element, publications or websites)



. Panirrnal (Darimisn

Name & Designation: : Parimal Barman, Assistant Teacher

Premerdanga Dewan Barman High School,

Name of Institution (If applicable):

Address:
PO: Mathabhanga,
Ward no-11,
Dist- Cooch Behar,
West Bengal, INDIA,

Pin-736146



Progressreport of project
All ready callected following document which element of my project blue print area.
1) Madankamer gan (song of madankam)
2) Bhaoyaia gan (song of bhaoyaia)
3) Dotrapala (folk drama)
4) Kushan (folk drama)
5) Proverbs
6) Riddles
7) Folk Tals

8) Bishahara gan (song of manasa devi)
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