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To,
Director-General
UNESCO
Paris. France.

Date; 29062015
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Subject: Presenting the candidatiure of the City of Vamanasi for

its nomination 45 a “Creative City of Music” under

UNESCO Creative City Metwork”.

Dear Director-Ceneral,

Varanasi i one of the oldest living cities in the world and

has been considered ihe culiursl capital of Indin. The city manilests the

richness of the culture of India in the true sense with music as the cone

theme. Music has been an integral pari of the existence of Vamnasi since

lime immemarial. Both from the mythological oz well ns historical

perspectivie music has been the most dominant festure of the ity having o

direct connect with the common man,

A center of the best of devotional music, it has been the home to the
grewl sainl musicians Surdas, Kabir, Ravidas, Tulsidas and the likes.
Through the ages, Varanasi has nuntured the erudition and creativity of its
peopie (o produce many different forms of misic, both vocal as well as
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Instrumental. It has the credit of prodocing many of the top musical
muestros of India, the contemporary ones being Ustand Bismillah Khan,
Siddheshward Devi, M Ravishankar, Panditn Eii!‘ijl‘l Devi, PL Kishan
Mahami and so on, who are internationally recognized and revered

The maost unlque fenture with regard to the music of Varanasi or
Panaras is the existence of & school or ‘gharana” of music being nemed after
the cily iself, Banaras Gharans is recognized world over in the domain of
¢lassical and semi classical singing wnd also instrumental music. Many
localities in the city have been associated with the teaching and practice of
itissic especially through the Guru Shisya parampara, a very individunlistic
style of delivering education .In one such area, *Kabir chaurra every home
resonated with music and dance®. A walk through the streets would make
one stop at the door of each and every house where grea moestros practiced
and tnughl. Mesmerizing sounds of vocal stralns, wind and string
instruments along with percussion instrumenis have been a part of the
ambiance of the city

Music has defined the city of Vamnasi over many centurics and is
an intrinsie part of the gity"s culture and economy. Different musical trends
from Classical to semi Classical, from “Lok-sangeet” or literally ‘people’s
miusic” to folk music huve transcended into the lives of the common peophe
of Vieranasi, making Varanasi synonymous with Music. The cominon man
has integrated music into their life, every one sings whether it is the boat
man whio takes you across the Ganges fiver or the weaver who creates the
most exguisite designs of the famous Banaras sari or the rickshaw puller
who drives you through the narrow lanes in his eycle rickshaw or even the
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mouth-wolcring Banares paanwala - the betal leaf maker who sits in his
listle shop while his fingers dances through the mazking of the spice laden
betal leaf delicacy

With this effervescent musical tradition, Varanasi finthermore fulfils all
the criterin stipulated within the UNESCO Creative City Network for Music, Thess
being:

|.Recognised centers of musical erestion and setivities

2. Promotion of music in all its variad fixms

3. Music schools, scademies and higher educational institutions speciulized in
miLs

4. Existence of Informal structures, teaching methodologies, and performuances
5. Cultusal places utilized for practicing, listening and promoting mikisic

6. Experience in hosting and organizing musical festivals and events at both
notional and international level

Varanasi has been placing its creativity and cultural endeavars at the
core of its development plans ot all levels, We are therefone confident of
making a considerable contribution to the Creative Cities Network"s
dbjectives set out in the spplication
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In view of the foregoing, as the Mayor of the venerated City of
Varanasi, I would like to put forth the name of Varanasi for its nomination
as the Creative City of Music, within the UNESCO Creative City Network
(UCCN).

We hope that you will find our city appealing and significant to be
included as a member city of UNESCO Creative City Network.

Yours Sincerely,
/‘?\-}\\\—q\ —_— v‘\}\-‘\
(Ram Gopal Mohley)

Mayor, City of Varanasi
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Kala Prakash
D. 59/103, D-1,
Sigra, Varanasi - 221001

Do aan03, D1,

Sigra, Varanas-Z2 {0

Ph# - 0542-2271041

g-mail ; kplaprakashvaranasif@yahoo

June 15, 2015

Thie Direcior Ganeral

UNESCO

Sub: Lirtter endorsing candidature lor nominating Varanasi 25 creative city of Music eoder UNESCO
Creative Clty Metwork

Dear Déector Gonaral,

Groetings from Eala Prakash, Varanas! , the lnading cultural organization engaged in promoting bndéan
Classical Music for las1 two decates.

| on behalf of members of Kala Prakash and also on behalf of Music Aasiks of the oty endorse the
namination of Varanasi as the creative City of Music within the UNESCD creative city netaark{LITON)

Classical, semi classical and folc music has been an integral part of Varanasi's culture since time
Fvmiemarial. Great saints Kebirdas, Ravides, Tulsidas and the lioes hove montributed greatly in endiching
the cultural traditions of the city, The oty has the oredit of prodiicing great music masestros ke Dstad
Bismaliah Khan, Pt. Rovishanker, Smit. Sddhechwar Devi, Basoalan Bai, Smt. Geje Devi, PL Kidhan
Makaraj, PL Samta Prasad, Pt Rajan-Pt Sajan Michra, Pt Channu Lal Mishra snd so oh They are
imernaripnally rencwned musicians

The Banaras Gharama {schoal) in Classical Music is well known, b2 &1 Tabla , Voral or Dange. Fvery home
in the lanes of Kabirchaurs snd Ramaplira has produced greet masicians Snd even now you Lan hear the
soignd of classical music if you pmﬂhﬂmhru The saisnd may be ol porputsios, vidat of wingd
instrismeEnt ar the dance practice goes on and on.

mmmgwhmﬂ.rm and an intrinsk part of iy culture, Dne can even
listen to music from commen mien be it 2 paawals, chasaala, boatman, weavers or sven 2 rickshaw
pter sometimes.

1 am sure the city &5 the caso for UNESCD endorsement of creathe oty netwark,
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Swarangana - Lalit Kala Kendra

D. 47/179, Laxa Road,
Varanasi - 221010 (UP)

Lafit Kala Kendro
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Date: 24/ 06515

UMESCD

Subject. Letter endorsing the candidature for mominating “Varanasi as & Creative City of
Music” under UNESCO Creative City Metwork

Dwear D lor-Genaral

On behall of the revered ity which = ‘Older then History® itsell, Eashi oo Varanasi,
*Swarangana Lalit Kala Kendra® endarsesitsnomination as the Creative City of Muss, within the
LURESCD Creabne Cay Notwark (LICCN)

Swarangana Lalit Kala Kendra b5 & son-profit, nan govesamental grganization faurded for the
Proenficn, propegation and expansion of Bansms Ghamas Music. SeErangans s sster
arganization of “Bageshwarl Devi Sangeet Academy’s the rame of Late Bageskwari De the
dayen ! dian Classcal Musec and “Thurmii's very famous and prpular stvie of spme dlassica
snging of Banaras Gharana. Swarangama imparts &n advanced vl of sdocation and Trgiming in
thit ar of Thumrifipther Banaras Gharana of snging under "Guru-Shishya Parampara’ aed that
isfree af cos1 (o the aspmng eligible students
Eashi, the ancienl and culturally more pogpular name for “Banaras’is the land of Miiear, art,
culture, liberstur= and sprituality and themalore mghity calied the *cultural capital of India’.
Kazhi haz a very rich history of its confribution 1o sr, music, Iieature and cubture and has bren
band of legerdry figures like “Bhartersdy Harishchandra, leshankar Prasad, and RSumski
Framchand” & the field of Literature. *Kabir Das, Tuki Das, Bavidas' the grest smints and
thirikers of India. “Pt Bade Bamdas, Siddheshward Dovl, Rasoolan Do, Mahades Prasad Misr,
Smt. Girija Dev, Smi. Bagesbwari Devi, Pt. Amamnath B Pashupatinath Misr, Pt. Rajan-Sajan
sy, !L_hniinﬁ Pt Chanma Lal Misr® in the st of vocal misic “Pr Kanthe Maharal, Pt
Anpkhe Lal Migr, Pt. Samta Prasad [alias Gudai Maharaj), F1. Kishan Mzharaj, Pt Rani Shaskar,
Ustad Bismillak Khan in the & of instremental music. “Pt. Birju Maharaj, Gopi Krishina, Sitara
Dewi, Pt. Sukidew, Alaknanda Desitin the feld of *Banaras Gharane Kathak Dance’ sngd the lisg

i3 in-gatiaistive.

The st wnigaie feature with regand ta the music of Varanasi or Danaras is the exstence of 3
Mﬂ'ﬂ-ﬂn‘dmﬂchﬂmﬂiﬂrﬂm oty itself.. Every hoene in the area of “Kabéar

Chaura® resonated with music and dance. A walk through the strests would make one sop 2t
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W% W Swarangana - Lalit Kala Kendra

D. 47/179, Laxa Road,
Varanasi - 221010 (UP)
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the door of cach and every bouse where great masstras efther practiced o taught. Sownds of

woral straens, wind and strirg instrumants alodg wilh percusEon inAremants wene a part af the
ambiance of the oty.

Mbusic has dedined the tiy of Yaranaz over many cerdunes and 15 an intrinsc part of the ity's
culture and eronomy,  Different masical trends from Classical to s=mi Classical, from Lok-
sangeet of Herally ‘people’s mus<'to folk musc, bave transcenced indo the lives of the
comencd p=gplie af Varanas, making Varanas synanymous with Musc. Dur music found its way
in T the Ble of the commen man foa, every one sang whether it was the boat man who took
Yo grrpss the Ganpes mwer or the weaver who created the most esguisite designs af the
Earewrs Bararasi sari or the rickshaw puller who drove you through the narmow anes in s opcle
fickshaw ur gven the mouth-watering Banarss paarraala  the betal bead maker who sat in hiy
Ele shop while bz inpers & whele body danced in g ceftain rhythm through the makeng of the

spice ridden bersl leal package as he sarg rhylbenically elaborating e aflomutes of the betal
laaf.

Samierehy Yiowrs

Surendra Mishra “Shesly’




Shri Kashi Sangeet Samaj
K-36/1, Charkhamba, Varanasi
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Date: 24-06-2015

The Director-General
UNESCO

Subject: Letter endorsing the candidature for nominating ‘Varanasi

as a Creative City of Music’ under U i ity Wetwork

Dear Director-General

On behalf of the venerated City of Varanasi, Shree Kashi Sangeet
Samaj, endorse the nomination of Varanasi as the Creative City of
Muste, within the UNESCO Creative City Network (UCCM).

We are a 110 years old organisation dedicated in promoting and
preserving the long standing traditions of music which Is so unique
to Varanasi. We organise Mehfils {concerts) regularly to promote
new and veteran artists. We have some of the rarest recordings of
the maestros of the era gone by,

Waranasi or ancient Kashi has been home to the great saint
musicians like Surdas, Kabir, Ravidas, Tulsidas etc. S5ome great
maestros like Ustaad Bismillah Khan, Siddheshwari Devi, Pt
Ravishankar, Pandita Girija Devi, Pt. Kishan Maharaj and so on, who
are also internationally recognised and revered have been a gift of
this city to the world of music.
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Shri Kashi Sangeet Samaj
K-36/1, Charkhamba, Varanasi

1 e e || VAT e TR .

st apreflt zisia Tt

j o, 38/ ¢, St arAn, ST, awenE- ot 8 o : 193adtoto

-mpil L ahreekaite et i rediirad com # page | wwe oriu soon

rANASL
A T i S e

Varanasi boasts of its own school or tradition of music named after
the city itself, known as Banaras Gharana. Certain localities of the
city have resonated with music as generations have practised music
under the Gury Shishya Parampora | Teacher-Pupil tradition). Vocal
strains, wind and string instruments along with percussion
instruments and dance, the city has promoted all and produced
maestros in all genres.

Music was promaoted not only by the King of Varanasi but also by the
affluent land-lords and businessmen, They helped the artisans
financially as well as by organising concerts to promote them,
Various festivals were held traditionally to promote music and
artists. Some festivals have continued till date like Burhwa Mangal,
Chaitf, Mehfil, Sohel etc.

Over centuries different musical trends from Classical, semi
Classical, to Lok-sangeet’ or folk music, have transcended into the
lives of the common people of Varanasi , making Varanasi
synonymous with Music. Different forms of music became popular
with different seasons or festivals, like Birha, a folk music form with
Holi festival or Classical Chaiti with the auspicious month of Chaitra,

Music has manifested itself into the veins of the common man. The

boatman, the rickshaw-puller, the betel-leaf vendor, all can be seen
singing and moving with the rhythm.




Shri Kashi Sangeet Samaj
K-36/1, Charkhamba, Varanasi
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The city, which is the adobe of Lord Shiva, also known as Nataraj
because of his mastery in music and dance, can truly be defined as
the world capital of music.

We are sure you will find our heritage city, which is also world's
oldest living city, worthy of this nomination,

Yours sincerely,
For Shree Kashi Sangeet Samaj

.Ei-:__{.l_ -_._.:_lll'c.
Amitabh Kediya
Vice-President
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Kathak Ashraya
C. 24/23, Kabir Chaura, Varanasi
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Sangeet Sabha
C- 24/10, Kabir Chaura, Varanasi.

Lija
W 24010, ST,
o ok HETE B, A
El_'“ Fea L Ll

Tt -

_l\_ ) [ -

S 3,

SIVSHSY FTor Ao ( )
= ]

;ﬂfd ¥ W o T2 GF 77 w5 ey v &
;ﬂi’v’fﬂ*'e IRV T3 gty 15y 133 5
i T | - '
MEANA E}ﬂ TC SR 27 Q% 3R R
R 103 SR 0 DRy o) By B
X & TR 3] ) ) ?%f#ﬁﬂ J7ER HT57 2
o) s o) & ek e A~
/ & | e g1y, oS} Evey 3 i T3
Rl P g ey S o
L f’gﬁ vk ﬁﬂ'ﬁﬂf Flef F PNy -G Il
s ;3%! = 5 gEt & 17F 2 FIE )
P e -71 & FNI gy V&
- : % -
N IV ) 2f Fr sen
AL .
il N - s
S &I R ) e v Py
AITORIT %) f%fc? ﬁbﬂa’ﬁ:’f F3713) #)
TIHA_ AT A &L Tl rh I ey
dti7 & HY |

/=y die -e:-&n-' -

kﬁ_.t.tﬂﬂf?

‘ A O] HERT
) VATANASsL (@
PP G T 07



	1: Cover Page
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14

